
 

 

 

Born and raised in Wilmington, NC, James is the son of Ernest 

and Evelyn McClain. He is the youngest of 5 children and the 

only boy. He describes his childhood as very interesting 

especially growing up in a household of all women. His 

mother and father separated when was about 2 years old 

and to make ends meet his mother worked 6-7 days a week. 

It was his grandmother Rosanna Toliver, who first 

introduced him to the Lord. She took James and his siblings 

to Sunday School and church and diligently taught them 

about Christ.  

James attended Wilmington public schools and graduated 

from New Hanover high school in 1971. After finishing high school, James married his high school 

sweetheart and worked various jobs in the food industry. He accepted a position with Hilton 

Hotels in 1972 as a dishwasher and worked his way up to the position of banquet manager. Along 

with a staff of 25, James coordinated events and parties for 100-1000 patrons and organized 

fundraising events for several presidential candidates such as Ronald Reagan. He has held 

leadership positions over the years and was once the Matre d’ at the Cape Fear Country Club, 

Wilmington, NC. 

Although he had a successful career, his personal life began to spiral downward. James and his 

wife separated, and he decided to leave Wilmington, NC and move to Miami Florida but when he 

reached Charleston, SC James had only $38.00. He knew this would never get him to Miami, so 

he altered his plan, he would find work in Charleston, save his money and then continue his 

journey to Miami. Nevertheless, God had another plan for his life. 

Now homeless and living in the shelter in Charleston, SC, James went to work with a day labor 

staffing service.  Through this agency he obtained a full-time job with the Rental Uniform Service. 

One night he attended a church event and he met Reverend Kent Bias. The Lord would use Pastor 

Bias as His instrument to change James McClain’s course in life.  

Pastor Bias began to meet with James weekly and mentored him. He was a father figure in James’ 

life and Pastor Bias revealed that he had come to love James. This was the first time James felt 

the love of a father. Rev. Bias soon introduced him to Bishop James West, Overseer of the 

Reformed Episcopal Church, Diocese of the South East. Rev. Bias presented James as a possible 

candidate for admission to Cummins Memorial Theological Seminary. James was soon accepted 

to Cummins Seminary and began his biblical studies training. 

Pastor McClain graduated with honors from Cummins Memorial Theological Seminary in 1999 

with a BS in Theology. Soon after this formal training, James was installed as the Superintendent 



of the Sunday Schools for the Reformed Episcopal Church Diocese of the South East.  For 12 years 

James lead 34 churches through planning and development of Christian Education curriculums 

for children, teens, young adults and adults. 

In 2005, James began training in Pastoral Care with the Stephen Ministries at Trident Hospital. 

This rigorous 5-year training taught James to provide high-quality, confidential, Christ-centered 

care to people who are hurting within congregations, hospitals and prisons. In 2007, James ended 

his role as Superintendent of the Sunday Schools in the Reformed Episcopal Denomination and 

moved his church membership to join his wife and family at International Church formally the 

West Ashley Church of God where he served as an ordained Elder. 

In June he was asked to assist Pastor David Truluck at Shield Ministries for a few months 

temporarily, but the moment he met with Pastor David and his wife Melodie, James knew the 

Lord was calling him to join this ministry fulltime. On August 26, James and his wife Stephanie 

were set forth by the International Church as local missionaries to Shield Ministries where he is 

now the Associate Pastor of the Ministry. 

Pastor James B. McClain is married Stephanie McClain. They are the proud parents of 5 beautiful 

children and 6 grandchildren. James is the DSD Receiver at Harris Teeter on the Isle of Palms.   

 

 

 


